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Anastasatos Steve

Anastasatos Tommy

Antholis, Jr. Ernest

Antonakakis Joseph

Belitsis Paul(Posidon)

Bontales Steve

Bucco, Jr. Robert W.

Churney Chris

Congemi Vincent F.

Constantinou Savas 

Del Pizzo Angelo 

Diakides Nickitas

Dimarhos John

Dimitriades Dimitri 

Dounis Harry

Drogaris Steve

Drogaris Leo

Elezi Albert

Fotinos Stavros

Fourniadis Robert

Fourniadis Nicholas

Gilbride Paul

Haliyiannis Chris

Hedges Bill 

Ioannou Ioannis

Kalafatides John

Karatzia Tony

Karatzia, PDG George

Katsingris George

Kollydas Peter

Kotsis Basil

Koufidis Kostas

Koukoumis Timmy

Our Members as of February 2022

Lambrinos George M.

Lekkas Panagiotis

Loizou Michael

LoPresti Philip

Loucopoulos Lucas 

Moros, Sr. Zack

Nikitopoulos Jim

Nikolis Michael

Orfanitopouls Demetri

Panagakos George

Panagiotopoulos Dimitrios

Papagiannakis Angelo 

Papasavas Savvas

Parlamis William

Petrou Florio

Petrou Sotiris

Phillipou Costas

Plakoudas Nicholas

Plakoudas Niko

Ploussas Gregory

Protentis Thomas

Pytel Michael

Rouskas Michael

Scoullos George

Sikaras Dennis

Simon Dr. Michael 

Simon Michael  Emmanuel

Sofocli  Loucas

Tsoukaris John

Tsoukaris Kostantinos

Vakkou George

Viris Ted

Wassif Artie

Zafiriou Paul 
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The history below was written by Vasilis E. Kalomiris in the 1999 

Journal to help fund our Churches classrooms.

“Our AHEPA Chapter Garden State #517 was founded on April 

15,1995 under the leadership of Paul A. Stamoulis. The first executive 

board consisted of Paul Stamoulis, Zack Moros, Steve Drogaris and 

Frank George. The objective of our Chapter was to increase our 

participation in community affairs as well as support the District in 

a Variety of civic projects with impact throughout our two “patrides”.

We undertook some challenging projects which included 

the sponsorship of Vietnam Memorial Day in Holmdel Recognizing all 

the Orthodox Christians from New jersey who perished during that 

war. Another project which we initiated was fund raising for merit

Based scholarships for the youth of AHEPA family.

In addition, our chapter is supporting the district in key 

efforts towards fund raising for other causes such as cancer research.

Since our operations are based at the church facilities of 

Kimisis Tis Theotokou. Our Chapter decided to undertake the 

completion of Greek School classrooms on the second Floor of our 

Community Center and as such contribute to the perpetuation, study

And advancement of Hellenic culture and traditions.”
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In April 2020 our chapter reach Our Goal of $100,000 
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Our First Executive Broad and Meeting April 1995

Paul Stamoulis – President  Zack Moros – Vice President   

Steve Drogaris – Treasurer Frank George- Secretary 

Hercules Stamoulis, George Katsingris, Vasilios Kalomiris, Alex Fourniadis, Robert 

Fourniadis, Michael Rouskas, Frank George
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Executive Board 

President - Greg Ploussas Vice President -Theo Hadjitheodosiou  

Secretary –Steve  Bontales Treasurer - Bill Parlamis

December 2009 – District 5 Visit with District Governor Phil Vogis
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District 5 – District Lodge Visit 2009

Executive Board 

President - Greg Ploussas Vice President -Theo Hadjitheodosiou  

Secretary –Steve  Bontales Treasurer - Bill Parlamis
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Executive Board  2009
President - Greg Ploussas Vice President -Theo Hadjitheodosiou  

Secretary –Steve  Drogaris Treasurer – George Katsingris
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January 1999 Journal to raise money to 

finish Classrooms in our church
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January 1999 Journal to raise money to 

finish Classrooms in our church
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January 1999 Journal to raise money to 

finish Classrooms in our church
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Ahepan of The Year Dinner for 

Jim Nikitopoulos March 2008

George Katsingris - President
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Ahepan of The Year Dinner for 

Jim Nikitopoulos March 2008
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Ahepan of The Year Dinner for 

Jim Nikitopoulos March 2008

George Katsingris – President leads our guest
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Super Bowl Party February ????
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Ronald McDonald House 

Greek Division
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Ronald McDonald House Greek Division visit by our chapter to cook for 

families and present a check for $2500 November 2014
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Ronald McDonald House Greek Division visit by our chapter to cook for 

families and present a check for $2500 November 2018 & 2017 



AHEPA Garden State Chapter #517
PO Box # 735 - Holmdel , NJ 07733

www.ahepa517.org

23

Ronald McDonald House Greek Division visit by our 

chapter to cook for families and present a check for $2500 

November 2019  
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Ronald McDonald House Greek Division 

“ Dinner in a Box” 

November 2021 during Covid 19 

Brother Loucas Sofocli donated the food from his 

Restaurant LouCas in Edison, NJ

Brother Jim Nikitopoulos organizer & Vinny Congemi

24



AHEPA Garden State Chapter #517
PO Box # 735 - Holmdel , NJ 07733

www.ahepa517.org

25

First Greek language adult class that Ahepa sponsored at 
the Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church in 2010.
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Our chapter bought basketball Jackets March 2014

Our Chapter 517 sponsored a Titans Basketball team and their van March 2015,

Same group of guys,  new jackets new team name  

George Petrakakis, PDG & Demetri Orfanitopoulos Past Chapter President
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December 1, 2014 – Present donation to Wounded Warriors at their offices in NYC.

Bob Fourniadis President & Demetri Orfanitopoulos Treasurer, George Karatzia, Vinny 

Congemi, John Kalafatides
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October 2016 – Guest George Petrakakis DG, President Demetri 

Orfanitopoulos, Vice-President Steve Bontales, Treasurer Tom 

Protentis, Secretary John Kalafatides
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Beer Tasting Event at the Kimisis Tis Theotokou 
Church in Oct 2014
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District Five Cancer Research Foundation Dinner our Chapter 

presented a check for $3000 November 2019 – President Demetri 

Orfanitopoulos and Lt. Governor Bob Fourniadis 

District Five Cancer Research Foundation Dinner our Chapter 

presented a check for $3000 November 2016 – Bob Fourniadis and  

George Karatzia PDG
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AHEPA SERVICE DOGS FOR WARRIORS PROGRAM

On January 19, 2016, our chapter was introduced to the K9 for Warriors Program and 

we sponsored our first Service Dog (AHEPA) by the close of the meeting.

The program was introduced at the District Convention in June of 2016 

and approved, and in July of 2016 at the National Convention in Las Vegas, the program 

was also approved as a national project .

At our meeting below which was attend by Andy Zachariades, Supreme 

Lodge . George Karatzia and the Zilinski parents who lost the son in Iraq, made a 

moving presentation to our chapter which resulted in our sponsorship. By the end of  

2016 AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors was formed with George Karatzia as the 

Chairman, Bob Fourniadis Co-Chairman, Demetri Orfanitopoulos as Treasurer, Dimitri 

Dimitriades as Secretary .
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District 5 Convention June 2016, presentation form 3 veterans with PTSD and 

describe their lives since returning from active service . The brothers voted to 

support the program as a district and ask all chapters to do what they can.

AHEPA National Convention , July 2016 guest speak Sheri Duval . 

Shari Duval founded K9s For Warriors in 2011. Her vision was to train shelter dogs as Service 

Dogs and pair them with veterans afflicted with military-connected traumas. When her son, Brett, 

a civilian K9 police bomb dog handler who served in Iraq, came home with PTSD she realized 

he was only himself when with his dog. Doctors couldn’t help her son, but she found that a 

Service Dog could. Shari found a new mission in life: to put all her time and resources into 

helping restore the life of her son, and the lives of returning combat veterans through the use of

Service Dogs.
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AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors 

President Demetri Orfanitopoulos spoke at the 

graduation of serviceman and Service Dogs 

November 24, 2019 

Eva Ahepa with Brian & George, 

Eva’s sponsor  - LEFT

Mikey Ahepa with Darrel - Above
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Archbishop Elpidophoros of 

America Bless & Supports our 

Program. George Karatzia 

presents a photo of our 56th

service dog sponsored for our 

Archbishop whom he named 

“Hope Ahepa “ in 2021. 

Two moms lost their sons to PTSD and have raised $215,000 for 

AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors Program at an Annual Event in 

Neil Michael's Steak House in Hazlet NJ.
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May 29, 2019 , Demetri Orfanitopoulos President was invited by Middle Road 

School in Hazlet NJ to accept a donation from the students. Also attending was a 

veteran and his Service Dog.

Pattie Malloy & Debby 

Dailey hosted an Annual 

Fund Raiser for AHEPA 

Service Dogs for 

Warriors on March 20, 

2020 at Neil Michael’s 

Steak House , Hazlet, NJ
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NYC Greek Independence Parade March 2017 – Above

Freehold Memorial Day Parade May 2018 - Below
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AHEPA Sunday May 15, 2016 
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March 16, 2017 - AHEPAN of the Year Dinner
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May 2017 - District Lodge Visit to chapter meeting 

back roll with Bob Fourniadis .

Dimitri Dimitriades- Secretary ,Demetri Orfanitopoulos-President, 

George Haralampoudis
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April 29, 2018 - Boy Scout Eagle Awards Dinner with Father Lekkas, Councilman 

Mike Nickolas, Past president Demetri Orfanitopoulos, Treasurer Tom Protentis
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May 2018 – Guest George Petrakakis DG, President Demetri 

Orfanitopoulos, Vice-President Steve Bontales, Treasurer Tom 

Protentis, Secretary John Kalafatides
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AHEPAN of the Year Dinner
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October 5,2019 Sea Streak Hudson River Family Day Cruise,

21 attendees

October 7, 2019 - Fishing Trip from Atlantic Highlands, NJ
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Annual Christmas Dinner held at “The Greek Spot”, in Red Bank NJ.

Attending Andy Zachariades PSP, on December 8, 2019
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Food Bank donation October 2014
George Petrakakis, DG
Bob Fourniadis-President
Demetri Orfanitopoulos-Treasurer
George Karatzia
CEO of The Food Bank

Visit to Fulfill of Monmouth & Ocean County to present a check for $2,000 to 

former Lt. Governor Guadagno and CEO of Fulfill, present 

Bob Fourniadis, District Secretary & 

Demetri Orfanitopoulos chapter President – September 2019
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AHEPA Wine making December, 2016

Brothers Greg Ploussas , George 

Karatzia, Nicko Plakoudas & Rob 

Ploussas
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AHEPA Wine making for brothers and Families Fall of 2017
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January 2018 Greek School Merit Awards

August 2020 – Scholarship Awards to Elias Dimarhos & Stamatia Angelides presented by 

Scholarship Chairman Tom Protentis & Demetri Orfanitopoulos - President
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YEAR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS AMOUNT 

1997 Steven Plakoudas $          500 

1998 Vicki Panagakos $          500 

1999 Michael Kalomiris $          500 

1999 Chris Moros $          500 

1999 Stephanie Coutroubis $          500 

2000 Gregory Carey $          500 

2000 Marianthe Countouroudas $          500 

2002 Shaun Carey $          500 

2003 Michael Andrew Loizou $          500 

2003 Evagelia Plakoudas $          500 

2004 Vivian Parlamis $          500 

2005 Gregorios Plakoudas $          500 

2005 Christie Bontales $          500 

2006 Anna Hadjitheodosiou $          500 

2006 Stephen Liapis $          500 

2007 Joanna Parlamis $          500 

2007 Stephanie Bontales $          500 

2008 Angelique Hadjitheodosiou $          500 

2008 Andrew Liapis $          500 

2008 William Liapis $          500 

2010 Michelle Parlamis $          500 

2011 Alaina Bontales $          500 

2011 Nicholas Fourniadis $          500 

2011 Sofia Kotsis $          500 

2014 Niko Plakoudas $          750 

2014 Joseph Antonakakis $          750 

2015 Elias Kotsis $          750 

2015 Maria Kalafatides $          750 

2016 John Katsingris $       1,000 

2017 Pauline Protentis $       1,000 

2017 Matthew Nikitopoulos $       1,000 

2017 Mary Christodoulou $       1,000 

2018 Christian Simon $       1,000 

2018 Vassilis Kalsintides $          750 

2018 Michael Gilbride $       1,000 

2019 Georgianna Katsingris $       1,000 

2019 Christopher Elezi $       1,000 

2019 Valassia Theocliarsdis $       1,000 

2020 Jonathan Viris $       1,000 

2020 Elias Dimarhos $       1,000 

2020 Stamatia Angelides $       1,000 

2021 Kathleen Antonkakis $       1,000 

2021 Jean Gilbrite $       1,000 

2021 Michael Sikaris $       1,000 

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED $     30,750 



AHEPA Garden State Chapter #517
PO Box # 735 - Holmdel , NJ 07733

www.ahepa517.org

55

Christmas Dinner 2018 at Neil Michael's In Hazlet, NJ
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May 2020 – Paul Calamaras- Church President presents a Plaque to AHEPA for 

$40,000 upgrade to the Kimsis Tis Theotokou Church Kitchen, now ready for 

our next festival.
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On August 15, 2020, Our new parking a lot on the right side of our 

church was finished and in use.

Our chapter donated $30,000 towards the cost, in addition the 

entire project was managed by Brother Greg Ploussas
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Chapter Meeting April 2021 at Kimisis Tis Theotoukou- Holmdel

Chapter Meeting June 2021 at Kimisis Tis Theotoukou- Holmdel –Newly elected Executive 

Board – Dimitri Dimitriades –President; Artie Wassif – Vice President; Kostas Koufidis-

Treasurer; Paul Zafiriou- Secretary , Bob Fourniadis- DG, 2 new brothers Harry Dounis & 

Paul Belitsis 
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Our chapter sponsor “ Hillcrest Road, Holmdel, NJ .” 

Our duties is to keep the street clean of trash
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Spring 2015 Newsletter
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December 2016 Newsletter
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May 2017 Newsletter



AHEPA Garden State Chapter #517
PO Box # 735 - Holmdel , NJ 07733

www.ahepa517.org

63

December 2018 Newsletter
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April 2018 Newsletter
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Spring 2019 Newsletter
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Fall 2020 Newsletter
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Spring 2021 Newsletter
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Fall 2021 Newsletter
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District Five Annual Convention held June 2021

Bob Fourniadis brother from our chapter takes the 

Oath of Office as our District Governor 

Past Supreme President Andy 

Zachariades preforms the oath of 

Office, while Nickolas Fourniadis, 

his son hold the bible (Left)

Supreme Secretary Savas 

Tsivikos present Bob with the 

Jewels of Office, while 

Nickolas Fourniadis, his son 

hold the bible (Right)
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May 2020 Chapter Meeting held on Zoom during 

the Covid-19 Crisis 
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